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148) , also lacks distinct ribs, but the delicate orna­
mentation seem to strengthen to ribs on a short por­
tion of the mid-flank according to the poor figure of 
WHITEHOUSE . In contrast some of the material from 
Patagonia referred to S. walshense shows a broader 
whorl section and furthermore prominent ribs on the 
outer flank (whorl he ight 37 to 52 111m) before the 
shell becomes smooth again at final maturity 
(RICCARDI & al. 1987) . However , our specimen 
shows distinct ribs on the outer flank , even on the 
phl"agmocone , where " the ornament is weak and con­
sists only of fine , dense, falcate striae, and strigations" 
in S. walshense (RICCA RDI & al. 1987 , p. 146). The 

width of the umbilicus of our specimen (ratio 0.11 at 
53.9 mm diameter) are simjlar to measurements at 
comparabJe sizes by RICCARDI & al. (1987, p . 147). In 
contrast, the Australian holotype has a somewhat 
wider umbilicus (U/D ratio about 0.13) , all its mea­
surements are remeasured af ter the fig ures of 
WI-I ITEI-I OUSE (1926, 1927) and H ILL & al. (1968) 
because values given by W HITEI-I OUSE do not match 
with hi s figures. The umbilical edge of th e 
Californ ia specimen is abrupt and the umbilical wall 
steep and high , as in the holotype of S. walshense 
(drawing by WH ITEHOUSE 1927, Fig.ß and 7) , but 
unli ke most Patagonian specimens which umbilical 

Fig. 3. SCllIlIIClnilloceras alT. Iva lshellse (ETHER IDGE, 1892) probab ly Apt ian in " ge. Ficlcller Creek. northern Califo rn ia: I - Left lateral v iew of 

phragmocone anel f irst part 01' the boely chamber; 2 - Dorsa l v iew anel I'irst part 0 1' the boel y chamber: 3 - Right lateral v iew 01' the phragmo­

cone: 4 - Right latera l v iew 01' rhe phragmocone w ith greatest part 01' the bOel Y chamber: 5 - Slltllre I ines ar whorl heights 0 1' "bout 19 111m: 

equal letters inel ic" te those pan s 01' the suture that are supposeel to represent the same element: al l scale bars '1, cm 
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walls have a lower slope (RICCARDI & al. 1987 , 
Text-Fig. 22). The whorl section of our specimen is 
of comparable width (ratio 0.l9) to that of the holo­
type (ratio 0.16) as well as to most of the Patagonian 
material (RICCARDI & al. 1987) . The whorl height is 
somewhat lligher however (ratio of California spec­
imen 0.57, holotype S. walshense 0.51). The suture 
of S. walshense is similar to the present specimen 
(topotypes see WHITEHOUSE 1926 , PI. 37 , Fig . 3 and 
1927 , Text-Fig. 1) , except that the most ventral por­
tion of WHITEHOUSE'S (1927) suture of his text-fig­
ure I is more complicated. 

STRA TIGRAPHY 

Sanmartinoceras aff. walshense was collected on 
Fiddler Creek (Text-fig. 1) . All other fossils collected 
on tllis creek up to date indicating an Aptian age . ln par­
ticlliar the ammonite "Puzosia" hoffrnani has been 
recorded from Fiddler Creek. Tllis species is known 
from the upper part of the Aptian , AcanthopLites gan/­
neri Zone sensu MURPHY (1965) in California only. 
Barremian fossils are known from the Middle Fork of 
Cottonwood Creek tributaries that head near Fiddler 
Creek, but not in the Fiddler drainage. 
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