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IN MEMORIAM

SERGE ELMI (1936-2007)
Raymond ENAY
raymond.enay @univ-lyon1.fr
[translated N.M.]

On the 27th January 2007 Serge ELMI left us after a
short but inexorable illness. In September we were, with
our wives, together in Krakow at the 7th International
Congress on the Jurassic System, where Serge presented
several papers on the Pliensbachian-Toarcian. In October
he was part of the jury for a thesis and nothing gave
warning of his illness, even less of such a rapid
deterioration.

Born in Saint Etienne, Serge ELMI was educated there
up to his baccalaureate, obtained in 1954. He then
studied at the University of Lyon from 1956 to 1960,
the year when he achieved his Diplome d’Etudes
Supérieures and passed the examination as Teacher of
Natural Sciences.

The subject of his DES, "Le Jurassique inférieur et le
Bajocien de la partie sud-ouest de ['le Crémieu",
indicated the main direction of his future research and
was part of the renewal at that time of studies on the
Jurassic interrupted after F. Roman. In 1960 he
accompanied me to the Colloquium on the Lias at
Chambéry and in 1962 we were together at the First
Colloquium on the Jurassic at Luxembourg.

The Lias and the Middle Jurassic of the Ardeche border
of the Massif Central was the subject of his doctoral
thesis (Doctorat d’Etat), which he was awarded in May
1968, in the middle of all the uncertainties of this
disturbed period! His monograph, in the Lyon tradition,
included both a detailed stratigraphic study based on
rigorous field observations and a palaeontological
section on the oppeliids of the Middle Jurassic.

Except for a period in Oran, Serge ELMI pursued his
career as teacher-researcher at Lyon. At first, from 1958
to 1960, he was an instructor in the Earth Sciences
Department while he prepared for his Diplome d‘Etudes
Supérieurs (DES) and Teacher’s Certificate



(Aggregation), then as Assistant and in October 1962 as
Maitre-Assistant.

His thesis completed successfully, Serge was seconded
to the University of Oran as Maitre de Conférences
(Senior Lecturer) from December 1968 to September
1973, at first as a military then as a foreign affairs
appointment. Returning in September 1973 to the Earth
Sciences Department at Lyon as Maitre-Assistant, Serge
became successively Professor 2™ rank (August 1979),
then Ist rank (January 1995), finishing his career as
Professor of exceptional rank (1998). Remaining in post
beyond the age limit, he retired in 2004 with the title of
Professor emeritus.

The main line of Serge’s research had emerged since his
DES work on the Tle Crémieu and was more fully
developed with his thesis of Doctorat d’Etat on the
Ardeche margin and during his time in Algeria, two field
areas to which he remained attached right to the end. The
two main themes were the stratigraphy and
biostratigraphy of Jurassic successions and faunas,
especially of the Lower and Middle Jurassic, and the
palaeontology of the ammonites of these Series.

His attachment to the Ardeche region led him to extend
his field of interest to other periods in the history of the
Ardeche margin, such as the Triassic and the Upper
Jurassic, to other aspects of geology such as
sedimentology and palacogeography and to relationships
between tectonics and sedimentation. He was thus one of
the kingpins of the «Cevenol margin» site of the
BRGM programme «[@réologie profonde de la Franced.
As collaborator of the Service de la Carte géologique of
France he undertook the mapping of the sedimentary part
of the Aubenas sheet.

Serge would develop these same themes in other
countries where he extended the field of his research.
Most important is North Africa, especially Algeria to
where he returned often, then Morocco as an extension
of his work on western Algeria. Within the scope of his
research, carried out alone or in collaboration, he
supervised or directed many thesis topics and trained
numerous Algerian and Moroccan geologists, many of
whom are now teachers-researchers in different Algerian
and Moroccan universities.

Among other regions or countries where Serge ELMI
took his research activities, are central Italy (Umbria,
Marche) and the Iberian Peninsula, especially Portugal
where he made many field trips and developed ongoing
collaboration. This 1is without counting casual
opportunities and requests which resulted in works
which, though less central, are none the less valuable
contributions. Thus, Serge was involved in various
palaeontological studies on Jurassic faunas of Argentina,
Slovakia, etc.

His great experience and international reputation in
Jurassic stratigraphy were often made available. He
participated in the Tethys and Peri-Tethys Programmes
and in syntheses such as ‘Biostratigraphie du Jurassique
nord-ouest européen et méditerranéen’ and ‘Synthése du
Bassin du Sud-Est de la France’. He was equally
involved in the organisation of scientific meetings or
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congresses, in particular the Colloquium on
Ammonitico Rosso (Rome), the 3rd International
Symposium  Céphalopodes actuels et fossiles —
Symposium F. Roman (Lyon 1990). His active
participation in numerous colloquia and congresses is
not less; in particular, since his participation in the first,
at Luxembourg in 1962, he has not missed any of the
Symposia/Congresses of the International Subcom-
mission on Jurassic Stratigraphy — right up to that in
Krakow in September 2006. It is within the framework
of this Subcommission that he led the Working Group
on the Pliensbachian-Toarcian boundary and the search
for the GSSP.

Serge was also involved in  administrative
responsibilities, at national level (elected representative
of Maitre-Assistants to the Comité Consultatif des
Universités, 1965-1968), but more especially in his
university: Director, successively, of the Département
des Sciences de la Terre, of the Institut TOAE (Terre,
Ocean, Espace, Environnement) and of the U.F.R. des
Sciences de la Terre, Vice-President of University
Claude-Bernard (responsible for personnel management).

Serge ELMI was promoted Chevalier in the Order des
Palmes académiques in 1984, and Officier in 1990
[decorations for services to education in France].

Everyone who came near him, students, collaborators
and colleagues, were impressed by his love of geology,
his scientific curiosity, his ability to bring together the
data of his pupils and transform them into numerous
publications. Thus he leaves behind a body of work
which is important for its quantity and quality and which
will remain a foundation for future studies on Jurassic
successions and ammonites.

Henri GAUTHIER (1924-2007)
Raymond ENAY
raymond.enay @univ-lyon1.fr
[translated by N.M.]

On the 11th of April 2007, Henri GAUTHIER was
abruptly removed from the love of his family. His
friends and colleagues learned with sadness that they will
no longer have the opportunity and the pleasure to meet



him by a display cabinet of the collections, during a
visit to the Muséum d'Histoire Naturelle de Paris.

It was on his return from a day of study at the Museum
that he fell on the paths of the Jardin des Plantes which
he knew so well, having crossed so many times. The
fall was not fatal and the resultant operation was
successful, but his tired heart decided to rest.

Most of us knew only one aspect of the personality of
Henri GAUTHIER. For example, who knew of his love
of music that he shared with and transmitted to his
children and grandchildren, or that he was a member of a
studio of ancient music and of a folklore group?

We would know him mainly through his activities at
the Museum which he began more than thirty years ago,
with the help of M. SORNAY, right up to retirement
from his profession, a sort of double life, between his
paid activities and those devoted to geology and
palaeontology.

In fact, Mr. GAUTHIER did not come from the world of
geology or of palaeontology; he was trained as a
chemist. Already while studying for his baccalauréat he
had to earn his keep as assistant chemist at Khulmann.
After taking a classical course of physical chemistry at
the Sorbonne, he worked as a research engineer in
chemistry, then in charge of a physics laboratory.
Several scientific articles published in specialist journals
mark his professional activity.

Since his childhood Henri GAUTHIER had a passion for
geology and palaeontology. As soon as he had the
opportunity he began a second career solely for the
intellectual satisfaction of learning and making known.
The ammonites of the Jurassic were his field. Those
who undertook the critical revision of the Paléontologie
Frangaise of Alcide d’Orbigny had recourse to Mr.
GAUTHIER, for him to look for specimens that were
truly from the original collection, or to identify type or
figured specimens that did not always look like their
figures.

Over and above his dedication to those who sought his
help, he had acquired real competence respected by
specialists. He was one of those amateurs who, in
another age more respectful of those who gained
knowledge by different routes, were known as
“enlightened amateurs”, and to whom palacontology
owes so much. As such, he had a guiding influence on
many fossil collectors in whom he tried to instil a more
scientific approach to their activities.

The principle work of his life will always be the critical
revision of the Paléontologie Frangaise of Alcide
d’Orbigny, of which he undertook the coordination of
two volumes. At the same time as he made available to
the researchers involved in this huge work his help and
his knowledge of d’Orbigny’s collection, he undertook
alone or participated in the revision of numerous
species. I always remember our discussions, sometimes
continued by exchanges of letters, often passionate,
sometimes lively, but always rewarding.
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His other scientific works are no less important; among
these stand out those devoted to the biostratigraphy and
palacontology of the ammonites of the Middle Jurassic.
We can note especially his work on the Oolithe
ferrugineuse de Bajeux, in Normandy to which he was
very attached, with important contributions to
knowledge of the systematics of the Garantianinae;
equally there are those on the Bathonian and the
Micromphalites of Arabian origin in the Nevers region.

A reserved and efficient man, Henri GAUTHIER leaves a
reputation as someone who, despite an appearance of
fragility, had a strong character, passionate about
palaeontology and loving ammonites, for which he
displayed a great scientific curiosity, with a thirst for
knowedge that was never-ending, always capable of
marvelling.

A TRIBUTE TO ABBE RENE MOUTERDE
John CALLOMON
j-h.callomon@ucl.ac.uk

I join all our colleagues in sorrow over the death of
René Mouterde. He was one of the cornerstones of the
revival of Jurassic studies in the post-war period. His
first major work, on the Lias of the Massif Central -
which was his Grande These - set the standard.
(Intriguing to see how its chronostratigraphy was
in[@cknowledged direct continuation of the principles
espoused by S.S. Buckman, in building bottom-upwards
from a biostratigraphic base in - ammonite
biohorizons!). He became one of the guiding lights in
thel@eginnings of the careers of the other Three
Musqueteers of Lyon (at the other University, of
course), one of whom was regrettably also lost to us
this year. But he was also immensely influential in the
founding of the new school of Jurassic studies in Iberia:
in Spain,ih the course of the liberalization of academic
life in the later years of the Franco regime, through his
association with Asuncion Linares in Granada; and in
late-Salazar Portugal with, among others, Rogerio
Rocha. Impressive has been thellolume and qualityldf
monographs on the Jurassic of Spain that have been
published in the 1960-80s. And an equally important
redescription of the Jurassic of west-central Portugal
emerged as the product of the annual visits to the area
around Cap Mondego by what some have called the
Franco-Portuguese Geogastronomic Association, which
now drew in another veteran from Dijon, Henri Tintant.

My first encounter with René Mouterde was at the
famous (First) Colloquium on the Jurassic in
Luxembourg in 1962. There was much talk about the
typological definition of Stages as defined by Stage
Stratotypes (- imagine!), but this created problems.
Stage Stratotypes: but defined by whom? When? Where?
And what do you do when Stages thus defined are found
to overlap at the edges, or to leave residual gaps? Well,
of course, as we all knew, Stages were the creation of
one of our Founding Fathers, and French at that. So
clearly an appeal to Original Scripture as committed to
print by St Alcide was needed. And who better to read it
to the hushed multitude than the Abbé Mouterde? Which
he did with a superb, sonorous clarity that left us all
deeply moved. But, regrettably, it did not solve the
problems of those gaps and overlaps. But that is another



story. We met again on subsequent occasions, usually
on field excursions, and I have slides on which he
appears, reviving happy memories.

THE 8™ INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON
THE JURASSIC SYSTEM 2010
Jingeng SHA, Chairman of Organising Committee
jgsha@nigpas.ac.cn

As decided in September 2006 in Krakow, Poland, the
8™ International Congress on the Jurassic System will
be held in Sichuan, China in 2010. This will be the first
time that the Jurassic Congress will be held in the Asia-
Pacific region. During this year, the preparation of the
Congress started in Suining and Nanjing respectively.
The Congress organization group held its first working
meeting on September 23rd in Shehong, Suining. Prof.
Jingeng Sha, the Chairman of Jurassic 8, 2010, had
intensive discussions with Suining colleagues. As a
result of the discussion, the Congress venue will be in
the four-star, lakeside, Fuluowan Hotel in Shehong
County, which is a very attractive holiday location with
excellent congress facilities and beautiful scenery near
the Fujiang River.
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The Congress will have five field excursions, including
to the Triassic-Jurassic sequences and the T/J boundary
in the Junggar Basin (Xinjiang), the marine Jurassic in
southern Tibet, the non-marine Jurassic in the Sichuan
Basin, the Jurassic and the J/K boundary and the Jehol
Biota in Western Liaoning, as well as the Jurassic
sequences in Vietnam and/or Thailand. The excursion
leaders and the preparation work has been designed and
started from this year, including the intensive field
survey and profile investigations.

The Chinese organization committee will be established
before the end of October 2007. This committee will be
composed of active researchers from the institutions,
universities, museums, petroleum companies and the
local government agencies. The international scientific
committee of the 2010 congress will be established in
early 2008.

Concerning the dates for the Congress - as indicated in
Krakow, many participants preferred August 2010.
However, August is the hottest season in Sichuan, so
the organizer would again ask the members of Jurassic
committee to consider another choice, middle of October
2010, as this season will be the best time in the year
with favorable climatic conditions for the congress.





